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Principal s Pon

by Karen Gledhill

Dear Parents and Students,

It has been a good first term and | want to thank you
all for your support and prayers. There have been
some steep learning curves at times, but one of the
greatest joys is getting to know families better. | had
the pleasure of a visit to Salmon Arm in October Zz
including my first snowfall of this season, as well as
the great discussions at the open house events we
held here in the Lower Mainland.

I would like to thank everyone who completed the
fieldtrips and classes survey. | am in the process of
analyzing this data and it will be invaluable in helping
us plan the rest of the year.

| have received several pieces of artwork for the
00ET AEDAI 6 O nowhhve Aidvely walloh )
student art in my office. Many people who visit
comment on the talent of the students! | hope to
complete the online version of my wall before the end
of the month. Please keep sending this in!

Currently | am enjoying reading th e report cards for
the DL families. We decided to e -mail reports this
year, with the exception of the final report, in order to
save time and resources. | hope this process is going
well and will also serve as a chance for greater
dialogue with the teacher s. Please let me know if you
have any concerns.

| would like to wish you all a safe and peaceful
Christmas holiday.

Blessings,  Karen Gledhill

Student Showcase #1

Magdalyn, Grade 5

Attack on the Plains of Abraham
The air is filled with frost,
Our General Wolfe looks lost,
My gun feels heavy by my side,
Then we hear a victorious cry,
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So we start towards the fight,
Towards The Plains of Abraham,
Where guns will fire and cannons
slam.
But the path is rocky, my feet are
bruised,
My prayer book goes unused.
Rumour says their army is strong,
Indeed, we are weary, the path is

long,
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Firing cannons, guns and such.
Oh, this is too much.

Their cannon blasts, our guns
answer back.

But huh! Such strength they lack!
Their ball lands nowhere near.
Hear our battle cheer
As several of their men fall.
Our army stands like a wall,
Steadily we start to advance,
Their army stands in a trance,
Their guns fire, Wolfe collapses.
We fire guns, a man falls,
Montcalm perhaps?

The enemy starts to retreat,
They acknowledge defeat!
All because their General died,
Cowardice they tried to hide,
All this goes to show
Just what the British know!

TLA Office

Stuff
Please remember
that the office is
now closed at 3pm
on Fridays. TLA
will be closed from
Friday Dec. 18" at
.|| 3pm to Monday Jan
all 4™ 2010 for the
Christmas break.
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FSAs are coming up for
Grade 4 and 7 . For
those writing online the
FSAs will take place

from Jan. 18 to Feb. 26.
The TLA Office will be
open for written exams
from Feb. 15-26. More
detailsi n Januar
newsletter.
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The TLAGs B
team needs a name!

TLA is looking for a
catchy nameand possible
logo for our sport s teams.
Submit your entry to Mr.
Gabe Linder (coach
extraordinaire) at
glinder@schoolathome.ca

before January 29 2010.
The winning entry will be
revealed in the March
newsletter!
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Field Trips, Classes & Workshops

Questions or Suggestions email jgodwin@schoolathome.ca

Writing Competition

For students ages 6-18 entitled "The Power
of Giving" organized by Four Quarters.
The prize money for winning will go fo a
registered charity of the student's choice.
For more details, go to
hhttp://www .fourquartersfinance.com

Details for all events are available on our website at:
http://www.schoolathome.ca Click - 'TLA Community' - 'Field
Trips' and then click on each individual event to read the details.

Thursday, December 10

1:00pma 3:30pm: ~Girl's Itsy Bits y Traditional Christmas Craft &
Tea Party~

Location: 6225 - 136 Street, Surrey-TLA Office Classroom

Thursday, December 10

1:00pm & 3:30pm Meanwhile at the other end of our building :)
~Mother's Christmas Tea and Craft Workshop ~

Board Room, TLA Office

Thursday, December 10: DEADLINE: ~Mommy & Me Christmas
Potluck Luncheon~ Details on event day: TuesDec. 15

Monday, December 14~ 10am & 4pm: ~Science World~

rental for Grades K 0 9

DID YOU KNOW?7??
TLA has Science Kits available for

: For the complete list, go to:
http://www.schoolathome.ca

Tuesday, December 15
12pm 8 2pm: ~Mommy and Me - Little Gals Christmas Potluck
Luncheon~Grades:K - 3 Location: TLA, Surrey

Friday, January 8, 2010
9am d 2pm: ~Missions Fest is again offering the "Friday Field
Trip" to schools~

Check the website often for updated event information.

Website of the Month
Looking for a website for math
practice?

http://www.mathfactcafe.com
offers math worksheets for
Grades K ¢ 4. Create your own or
print off pre-made sheets.

’ Flashcards are also available.
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Congratulations to Anthony G,
Grade 3, who is representing TLA
in the CANSPELL Spelling Bee.
Next month Anthony will be

taking the written exam. All the
best Anthony!

Student Showcase #2
By Veronica, Age 15
There are many ways to give. This is my story....
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mothers will drill thisintochA f RNSy Qa o NJ Ayax NBAyA a3y f
from their innocent minds. And yet, despite the pleas, coaxing, and even harsh assertion,
those same children tear into the red-and-white striped parcels and pout when the gift
inside the wrapping is not the top item on their wish list. I, too, was one of those childrent
and it took me all of thirteen years to understand the real meaning of the phrase.

It began as necessary service hours for my grade 7 class. Volunteers from my church
would head out every Friday to visit a local nursing home, Val Haven, to spend an hour
there with the residents. Unwilft A y 3f 8 L 06SOlFYS 2yS 27
piano books to my chest and shuffling over to the squeaky wooden piano bench where |
would slouch for a half-hour playing music for the old folks. | would play, ignoring both the
stares of the cheery and those exhausted with life. Slowly, my hours clocked at the piano
bench began to fill the necessary time schedule. But despite this, | had not spoken to a
single resident yet without blushing and stammering awkwardly. (Continued next page)
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| Student Showcase #2

T continued

I had not yet discovered how to love them.
And then one day, shuffling my book of classical sonatas and Baroque dances, | felt a

| light tap on my shoulder. It was an old woman in a purple cashmere sweater, leaning on a

8| walker and trembling as she tried to support herself with one hand. My first reaction was

to shy away from the leathery fingers, but something made me take it and look to where
her chin was pointing.
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And Eva, a one-hundred and five year old woman, was dancing. She was swaying back
and forth on the plaid couch, her entire body and soul wrapped up in the music | was

| reluctant to play for her. | felt an overwhelming sense of remorse, and then, even stronger,

a wave of tender affection for the little old lady. Unexpectedly, | found myself hugging the
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forehead. Instead of disturbing Eva, | sat down at the piano again, my new purple-sweater-
wearing friend leaning over my shoulder, and played. | played for my whole half-hour,
hardly stopping to turn pages, putting my heart into the music | clunked out on that old
wooden piano. And my heart was fullt full of love for the century-old woman dancing to
my music, full of love for the purple-sweater, full of love for every person in that room.

| wanted to dance, too.
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Note: Since 2006, Eva has passed away. Please offer a prayer for her.

This is Veronads submission in to t

by Four Quarters Finance. All the best Veron ical
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| fact, it was soft, and it smelled like soap; just like her white hair that was now tickling my

Student Showcase #3
Student: Ja kob, Grade 4

Showing his projectonth e

history of Ice Cream!
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We are always on the lookout!!

Do you know of a great resource?How about a wonderful place to go for a field trip? We want to know!
Maybe you are looking for a resource, a website or needing help. Either way, post your comments orideas
on our Village Square or send us a message. We would love to hear from you!

Did you know that TLA has a Reading Club?

The Office Staff and Teachers at

TLA have some of the best readers in the province!
LiQa G NHzSH W2AY dzaz I &
are reading for the month, term or year. Each month,
write down the books that your family has read aloud
or independently. If you need a reading log, please
email Miss Harold at lharold@schoolathome.ca.

The Book of the Month to read for January is Over Sea,
UnderStoned & { dzaly [ 22LISNX®» L
evil fantasy novel. If you are interested in joining our
Book chat held at the end of January, email Miss

Harold for more details.2 SQNB I f 42 A Y|
having a student write a book review as we would like
to post some in future newsletters.

Traditional Learning Academy would like
to wish you all a safe and blessed
Christmas and New Year!We will see you
2010!
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