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TLA Office Stuff  

Office Closure:                                     
The TLA Office will be closed February 
8, 9 and 10 for Staff training. 

 

Grade 4 and 7 FSA time again 

Could all parents with students in 
Grade 4 or 7 please let Candace Willis 
(cwillis@schoolathome.ca or 604-572-
3441) know as soon as possible the 
arrangements you would like to make 
for the FSA tests. Traditional 
homeschoolers may also write the 
tests if they would like to ς please let 
Candace know and we will send you 
the information package. 

 

Principalõs Ponderings 
                                                                        

Dear Parents and Students,                                                                

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas vacation and that you are settling back in to 
the routine. I know it is not always easy ς one homeschooled student commented to 
me this week that she dislikes January the most ς no Christmas, back to school ς but 
no new books like September ς and it is too cold! Nevertheless January can be a 
wonderful opportunity to move ahead with your program, to enjoy the winter 
weather - tubing, tobogganing, skiing and snowboarding, hot chocolate - J. If all else 
fails ς Spring Break is early this year! Speaking of which, I know the scheduling of 
Spring Break is not the most convenient for everyone. We set the week according to 
the local school districts and though this is usually fine for Lower Mainland families, 
timing can vary in other regions. I would encourage DL families to connect with their 
home teacher to let them know when they will be taking Spring Breakς especially 
noting that reporting time is around the same time this year ς please see the calendar 
in the Parent Handbook if you are not sure of dates. 

A few other important times to note this term are January provincial exams, our staff 
retreat in February and the FSA tests for Grade 4 and 7 students.  

FSA tests can evoke strong emotions in some parents and teachers, and have received 
a lot of media coverage in the past. I would like to alleviate any concerns parents may 
have about this testing. The tests students write are not seen by anyone in 
government and we only have to report the aggregate results as a school. Our 
teachers who mark the tests undertake rigorous training to make sure their marking is 
valid and reliable and families receive the results of the tests back within the month. I 
know that it can be quite nerve wracking for parents to watch their children take a 
test like this ς my daughter is in Grade 7 this year and will be writing them too! 
However, my experience tells me that students seem to quite enjoy them. They are 
designed to be taken in a relaxed atmosphere where students can take breaks and 
within reason, ask questions. They can also be quite helpful to parents ς and 
reassuring too, that your children are doing just fine! I am also aware that the BC 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǾŜǊy much opposed to the testing and the use the Fraser Institute 
makes of the school results to rank schools. I appreciate some of these concerns as 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
any tool that is available to help us measure how we are doing, if used wisely, can only 
enhance the program. 

We are very grateful for the support of parents as we are legally obligated to 
undertake the tests according to our agreement with the Ministry of Education as a 
school in BC. Principals cannot excuse students because parents make this request and 
we are looking forward to being able to report 100% participation this year.  If you 
have any concerns or questions about the tests, please contact either myself, Candace 
Willis or Lori-Anne Harold. 

I would like to wish the whole TLA community a very Happy New Year! 

Blessings, 

Karen Gledhill 
Principal  

 
 
 

January 2010 

Attention all Traditional 
Homeschoolers: Contact 

In order to serve you better we would 
like to have a more convenient way of 
connecting with the traditional 
homeschool families and also provide 
you with an easy way to give us 
feedback and connect with each other 
and the DL community. To do this we 
will be enrolling all traditional 
homeschool families in to our Village 
Square. This is the main connection 
centre we use with DL parents and 
students. It will allow you easier 
access to resources and enable us to 
share information across the whole 
TLA homeschooling community.  You 
will be receiving an e-mail within the 
next week from our tech guy, Edward 
Hewlett, to let you know your 
username and password for the 
Village Square site. If for any reason 
you do not want to be part of this, 
please let Edward know by return e-
mail and he will remove you. 
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DID YOU KNOW??? 
TLA has Science Kits available for rental 

for Grades K ς 9 
For the complete list, go to: 

http://www.schoolathome.ca 
 

The TLAõs Basketball team still 

needs a name! 

TLA is looking for a catchy name and 

possible logo for our sports teams.  

Submit your entry to Mr. Gabe Linder 

(coach extraordinaire) at 

glinder@schoolathome.ca before 

January 31, 2010. The winning entry will 

be revealed in the March newsletter!  

Basketball Practices are held every 
Monday and Friday at GracePoint 

Church from 10-11:30am. This is for 
students grade 8 and higher. 

Field Trips 
Classes & Workshops 

Any Questions or Suggestions? E-mail jgodwin@schoolathome.ca 

 
 2009 was a year of variety and fun with plenty of opportunities to make 
new connections and experience interesting places. 2010 is sure to be 
another fabulous year of outings, classes, and clubs with your TLA 
community. In the next few weeks our new set of classes, workshops 
and outings will be posted. Please check our website often - 
www.schoolathome.ca.  Also, please send comments. Your feedback is 
vital to successful planning. Call TLA at 604-572-7875 to register or sign 
up.                                        January Events  

Spiral Enrichment Science Classes ς Deadline is now                       

Classes start Friday January 15thΥ ά{ǇƛǊŀƭ 9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǳǎŜ ŀ 
ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴέ 
exploration, children learn through play and inquiry. Our goal is to 
inspire kids to learn and love science. Postponement may be necessary 
due to lack of participants.  

Science World Discount Passes ς Deadline January 15th
                    

What a great deal!! With an order for 50 passes or more the following 
prices will apply: Child (4-12) - $10.75 each, Youth (13-18)/Seniors - 
$13.25, Adult (19 & over) - $15.50. You are welcome to order multiple 
passes.  Each pass is a one use pass. 

Vancouver Chamber Choir Presents - Deadline January 18th                  

SONGS OF THE PEOPLE: European Traditions Click on the event for 
additional details. Rehearsal: 10am ς 12pm Tuesday, January 26, 2010.  
Hodson Manor 1254 West 7th Avenue (between Birch and Alder) 
Concert: 8pm Friday, January 29, 2010. Ryerson United Church 2195 
West 45th Avenue (at Yew)  

Arte Vargas Glass Studio Tour ς Deadline February 2nd
                      

Event Day: Tuesday, February 16, 1pm ς 3pm at #5 - 22935 Lougheed 
Hwy., Maple Ridge. Minimum: 15 participants Maximum: 20 
participants. Cost: $7.00/person Age: 2 years and up 

The Arte Vargas Glass Blowing Studio is the brain-child of ace Mexico-
born creative artist, Danny Vargas. Danny Vargas soon established the 
first Glass Blowing studio in British Columbia and became one of the 
most famous contemporary Canadian artists. 

¢ƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άThe Real HeartέΤ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
Math Connections Class, Beginner & Advanced Spanish, Drama Club, 
1/2 Day School for older students, YouthSpeak, and Art with Anita. 
Check our website for times and days. 
 
 

 

Websites of the Month:   Health                          

SipSmart is a BC education program to help 
students understand about sugary drinks. 
Recommended Grades 4-6 but it will work 
with any grade/age level 
http://www.bcpeds.ca/sipsmart/ 

The Diabetes & Dieticians of Canada have 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ άNational Labelling 
CentreέΦ [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
take a virtual tour of a grocery in English or 
French. 
(http://www.healthyeatingisinstore.ca/) 

Is your family prepared for a fire or 
earthquake?  Create a plan of your house 
with escape routes then put together an 
earthquake kit for your home. Here is just 
one interesting list of items for a kit: 
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/
852017/how_to_make_an_earthquake_sur
vival.html?cat=25  
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TLA Family Camp June 2010! 

 

You are invited to join families and 
students in the TLA Community this 
June 7, 8, and 9 (2010) for a family 
camp and year-end trip. This event 
is open to all school families and 
students, and Jr. High members are 
especially encouraged to attend as 
part of their year-end program. 
Costs for the trip including water 
transportation to and from the 
camp are approximately $160 per 
person. This includes six meals and 
lodging, and the use of camp 
facilities and equipment. 

Camp Latona is on Gambier Island 
(www.camplatona.com). The school 
staff and volunteers will be 
organizing activities including water 
front and beach (canoe, kayak, fish, 
swim), land sports (volleyball, 
basketball, badminton, ping pong), 
outdoor education (low ropes 
course, archery, hiking, nature lore), 
and wide games (capture-the-flag, 
water scuffles, scavenger hunts and 
ultimate Frisbee).  

Participation may be limited, and 
will be on a first-come first-served 
basis. To reserve your spot(s) you 
need to send a deposit of $40.00 to 
the school by the end of January 
specifically stating that this is for the 
Family Camp/Year-End trip. Deposits 
received after that time will also be 
accepted, but your place may not be 
guaranteed. Students Grade 7 and 
up may attend without parents if 
permission is given. Younger 
students need designated adult 
supervision. Contact Steve Borley: 
sborley@schoolathome.ca or your 
home teacher for more details 
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Student Showcase #1 
 

This is a letter that Isabel, age 9, wrote to the BC Government after 
experiencing cuts to her Music program  in Delta.  Isabel was later 

featured in the South Delta news  Dec 25 th  
(http://www.bclocalnews.com/richmond_sou thdelta/southdeltaleader

/entertainment/79996252.html )  
 

 
 

Student Showcase #2   Joshõs Christmas Decorating 
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