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A warm welcome to the many new fami-
lies who have joined TLA since our last newslet-
ter. Parents continue to pull their children from
“the system” that fails to meet learning needs and
provide a conducive learning environment for
their child. For first time homeschoolers, this
takes great courage. There are mixed emotions of
anger and disappointment to educators who failed
them, at the same time a sense of confusion and
fear about what will happen next. Congratula-
tions! As a parent you made a choice that you
believed to be the best one for your child at this
time. You don’t know how long this homeschool
journey will last, or if you will be able to do it
right but you take comfort in knowing that you
made the right decision and now, it is one step at
atime. Your child’s happiness, self-esteem and
education are a priority for you and coupled with
your love and determination, you will be their
parent-teacher and do great because you know
them best! You have joined hundreds of other
TLA families doing the same thing and they un-
derstand. You are not alone. Find a support
group near you, meet other families and call if
you need encouragement.

There are Support Groups in most com-
munities and if you go to www.bchomeschool.net
you will find a listing of one near you. Every
support group is as different as the people partici-
pating. Support groups themselves seem to be
changing in many communities. DL schools offer
programs and field trips to their enrolled families
and with the many demands that DL can put on
daily schedules, more families are finding less
time to participate in the local homeschool sup-
port groups. I find this very sad on some fronts.
There is strength in people meeting together who
have common goals and struggles. Perhaps the
pendulum will swing back when change occurs
and the need is once again there.

Change is a crazy thing. We can antici-
pate it and yet on the other hand we can fear it.
Nothing stays the same. Certainly not much at
TLA stays the same it seems. We have a healthy,
gradual growth of DL students meaning more
staff and more programs. Our Grad and Junior
High Programs have burst out of request from

Momenis With Grace

families wanting a variety of supports and
opportunities for student interaction . Our
staff from around the Province will meet
together this week for a time of training and
a time of visioning as a Team sharing the
same goals for meeting the needs of TLA
families. Even though TLA has seen, and
will continue to see change in the future,
you can always count on people encourag-
ing you to make the best choices for your
family in the areas that affect their educa-
tion, and that they will do that graciously
and with integrity. Their faces will change
but the spirit of TLA won’t.

When change interrupts routine
and even topples our world, it is heartwarm-
ing to see traditions that stay in tact. The
week before Christmas our married son
spent many hours at our house fixing his
wife’s broken ring that had a lot of senti-
mental value. As a young family we cele-
brated Christmas every month. The person’s
name we drew from the hat is who we
prayed for, did secret kind acts for and the
gift exchanged would be something we had
fixed of theirs that was broken. Another
generation is holding onto a family tradition
and somehow that warms my spirit.

So in closing, we don’t know what
the future holds but we do know Who holds
the future. Change makes us search deep
within to understand the sometimes un-
known factors that brought us to the point of
change and then to prepare us for what lies
ahead. What gets us through? Genuine,
quality character. The stuff we aspire to
instill in our children. We model these to
our children and they are watching us.
Scary? Challenging? Yes, but with the influ-
ence you have on your children’s lives you
also have more time as homeschool families
to build traditions and strong foundations
that will endure a lifetime of changes.

Here for you,
Grace Jorgensen
grace@schoolathome.ca
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FROM ALLAN’S DESK

No one could have escaped the furor over the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) tests conducted
throughout BC for students in grades 4 and 7. The publicity, however, has created some erroneous conclusions
about who can and who cannot be excused from the mandatory tests.

First, a little history. Two or three decades ago, schools usually conducted a standardized test of one kind or an-
other to assess student performance. These would be the Canadian Test of Basic Skills (CTBS — a Canadian ver-
sion of an American test) or more recently the Canadian Achievement Test (CAT — a made in Canada test). These
tests were just snapshots, not geared to particular curriculum outcomes, but a reliable source of comparative infor-
mation. I called it “a knowledge dipstick™.

Canadian students generally always showed up about a year or more ahead of their American peers in the grade
equivalent norms derived from their scores. (So did American homeschoolers, which helped justify families taking
this route to educate their children.) However, this gap in results was slowly eroding, and teachers were being
asked what was going wrong?

Schools started to look at these tests, not just for what they learned about individuals, but as a tool to assess their
program. Then school districts decided this might be a good idea to determine how a district performed and to
identify areas to focus on for improvement. Finally, the provincial Ministry of Education brought in a province
wide set of tests, the Provincial Learning Assessment Program (PLAP) to assist in program improvement.

Fast forward to now, and the current version of this program, the FSA, is now only in grades 4 and 7 (grade 10 now
included in the Grad program, and write provincial exams), and is done in February, not May (changed to allow
results to get back to schools/parents during the current school year).

Why is TLA trying to ensure we get 100% participation in this test? We are required to do so according to the
agreement with the Ministry that authorizes us to exist. Beyond that, while it does not give us detailed information
about any particular student, it does tell us something. However, if we discovered through this test that very few of
our students were succeeding in a particular area of curriculum, then we would be obliged to correct that — to im-
prove our program.

The test is only one component of several ways we have to assess student performance and total school effective-
ness. That the Fraser Institute uses this one measure to rank schools is the source of a lot of criticism, and we share
that concern. The public teachers’ Union’s position is also driven by the concern that the results can identify pro-
gram and/or teacher inadequacies. We have no such fears — in fact any tool we have to assess how well we are do-
ing is welcome.

Schools are legally obligated to undertake the tests, and principals are not authorized to excuse students because
parents make the request. There are some students for whom the tests are not appropriate, and we can deal with
these on a case by case basis. We have made those adjustments. We enjoy a high level of parent support in con-
ducting the FSA tests — we are truly thankful that most of our families have confidence in the approach we are tak-
ing in fulfilling a legal responsibility. Rest assured that we have legitimate means to feed back to the Ministry our
concerns over this and other matters, and we do so. If that brings about improvement — great. This is how we seek
to bring about change.

Allan Garneau, Principal

FOR SALE: SAXON MATH 8/7 ISRAELI FOLK DANCE HOMESCHOOL RECREATION
Te'xjt/Test/Solunons mapugl (2005 . Marie Welton CLASSES at the Newton Rec. Cen-
edition) $40 for all (shipping extra). White Rock 604-536-0195 ter in Surrey. Check out the many
Please contact Candace at Marie has homeschooled for decades . :

. programs they are offering to local
604.501.0224 or . and ha}s a great love fo.r Israeli dance homeschoolers. 604-501-5100
candacetw(@gmail.com and joyfully teaches it to all ages!

Www.register.surrey.ca
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TEST REQUEST FORM
ENCLOSED ONLINE
ORegi steredo
Families CREATIVE
A e WEBSTER’S WRITING
provides the Canadian ACADEMY

Test of Basic Skills test to homeschool children ‘OR E COURSES
grades 3—12. Testing is not compulsory for regis- Live online
tered children under the BC School Act. The test and classes!

answer keys are mailed to you for a cost of $10.00
each plus shipping and can be deducted from your
grant allotment. The test is the basic skills areas and
can provide the parent with an indication of their
child’s progress. Test results stay with you, TLA
does not need to see them. Tests are sent out after
May 20th and must be returned within 2 weeks.

Individual and personalized
programs with small classes
of students and instructor in online virtual classes.
Beginning Grade 3 up
CONTACT 1-877-825-7414
Bev Rempel, Excellence in Writing
QUOTE REFERENCE CODE WEB6225

ONE STOP LEARNING BOOKSTORE

We want to thank all of our TLA families for your support of our new
store this past year. Retail is a big commitment and without customers like
you we woul dndt exi st. One Stop Lear
Learning Lane BookstoreOne Stop Learning may not be able to publish a new catalogue |nclud|ng
the additional inventory but the ONLINE CATALOGUE on the website will become more predominate
this year and current. So check the Online Catalogue frequently to check our products and to place ord

/o

14

rs

HELP WANTED! STORE MANAGER

Many of you have met Naomi Hunt, the store Manager and though we will all miss her terribly when shg
leaves us in May, you also have to rejoice with her that she is having baby #1!

Applications will be accepted from Feb.18 March 15th, Starting April 1st. The qualifying applicant must

have extensive homeschool experience apart from the necessary management skills. Training is provided

however the applicant must have retail experience, graphic design skills, computer and internet skills

and excellent interpersonal skills. Highly self motivated and committed to long term and the vision ang

goals of Traditional Learning Academy.

ATURNI NG PO}l MNWuMERCAMPS SPRING TIME
$12.45 E-Book I LOCAL CLASSES

Don’t miss this exceptional motivating E I;;S;goiéég?zéfn;?: & FIELD TRIPS
E-Book over 100 pages. E camping and there are so ANNOUNCEMENT

heol dD;)lwnllI(l)ad Instantly. ! many to choose from.
theoldschoolhousemagazine.com CAMP IMADENE TLA now sends out email announcements of

fithis might Ab e one éffe of the Nt ﬁntle, b MO cal Refltd 1f you are not on the email
book S youo a rea Hofmfgfho%lersngn% " O & !list and want to be you must contact the office

Are we honestl.y doing right by our children | They are on Mesachie Island i with your email address. IF you do not have
mn homeschoollng .them? How do other E in the Cowichan Valley. ' i email you may phone the office to request a
h.o meschool families manage?Have you lost i They are a Christian camp | copy be mailed to you.
sight of why you chose to homeschool in  that has operated for 80 years ; i Joy is our coordinator and she regularly posts
the first place? 1 Visit their website at i announcements on our website and keeps it
Mee.t .and learn fmn?’ an array of over 20 ' www.imadene.com. : very current and up to date.
families, from a variety of backgrounds. As 1 g4 like a great fun, fam- ! PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE

ou are draw. Find your turning point. 1. .
Y Y &P i ily holiday! www.schoolathome.ca




13th Annual BC HOME SCHOOL Convention
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—a Graduation Ceremony June 4th

Graduation Registration packages available on request.
Guilford Community Center, 15105 105 Ave. Surrey
This is NOT the year to miss signing up for seminars!

homeschooling. Watch the website for updates. TLA
families won’t receive a brochure until April 15th. So be
sure to check the website for earlier sign-up and info.

www.bchomeschool.net
604 -572-7817
Registration opens March 1st

nuunununmunumuunmmunmmunumununmununnu .................................................
ATTENTION TLA GRADS!!
Are you graduating this year? Plan to attend the BC Home School Convention Graduation Ceremony
TLA pays for the grad student and parents to attend the banquet and registration fees.
This is a memorable and formal event that honors homeschool graduates. Register early

: :
: :
B :

r TLA HOOdleS \ What are TLA Grads doing!!??

The TLA Student Service Committee has been busy!
The SSC is run by and organizes events for students
from grades 10-12 in the DL program. Our biggest
recent endeavour was the Christmas party - many
thanks to all who attended, brought food, and volun-
teered to help! The event was loads of fun and will
definitely be an annual occurrence. The hardy souls
who took part in the 24 hour famine event organized
by the SSC were able to raise enough money to buy
a few goats for a family in Africa. Early February
will see an ice skating event in Surrey, and later in
February a bake sale and Valentine's Day get to-
gether is planned. We meet online every Thursday to
discuss and plan possible events - all students are
welcome to drop-in and participate.

For more information or questions you can contact
Grad teacher Mr. Gabe Linder at

Hoodie as above with full colour TLA logo on front left glinder@schoolathome.ca or_student committee
contact Elizabeth at elizabethtan-

and TLA in large letters on the back, guay@schoolathome.ca
OR 2009 for the graduating class of 2009
Sizes: S, M, L and XL

Navy, Grey, Pink, Red, Green, Orange, Black, Brown HealthLinkBC
$44.00 if picked up (Tax included) Call 811
$54 with shipping & handling (tax Included) To consult with a nurse, pharmacist or dietician

Call Candace in the office to place an order Or visit HelathLinkBC.ca for easy access to help you
\ / find the health services you need, closest to you

Health advice you can trust 24/7 FREE



