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A Glance Back, A Glance Ahead

As this school year comes to an end, I
thought I would share some thoughts
as I contemplate a shift in my role and
responsibilities with TLA Online.

TLA is approaching its 20th year, and
" during all that time we have been
there for homeschooling families.
When I think back to our humble be-
ginnings and how we have grown
during the past two decades (we
started with 10 full time students
and 8 part time, all homeschoolers
at the time), I cannot help but recall significant changes in
the homeschool environment.

Allan Garneau
Senior Administrator

In the early 90’s, families were beginning to experience the
freedom to have their children at home by just registering
them. The new legislation meant they did not have to ask
anyone’s permission to homeschool, and the questionable
legality of homeschooling that marked the previous years
was gone.

During the end of the 90’s, families were responding to
enticing distance programs that arrived on the scene -
some legitimate, others not - and many parents were con-
vinced they were still “homeschooling” even though they
had lost control of their children’s educational program.
The attraction of big bucks to buy books and pay for les-
sons was too tempting, and many programs skirted the
legislation and gave parents more leeway than they were
entitled to.

This confused situation existed into the 2000’s, when the
Ministry was compelled to issue clarification of the DL
rules: teachers had to be in charge of the learning pro-
grams and public school programs could not use religious
resources, to name two of the major items. This clarifica-
tion coincided with the approval for independent schools
to offer DL programs. By the mid-2000’s, the Ministry re-
quired every DL program to sign an Agreement each year,
and now spelled out that parents could no longer be reim-
bursed for their purchases, and that equipment could no
longer be given, but instead loaned to families. These
measures were meant to deal with a few programs that
were ‘buying’ their students.

NOTE to fAregisteredo

Now, as the 2000’s come to a close, we are seeing some sta-
bility in the programs, yet the re-shaping is still going on. A
few programs still try to skirt the rules, but the thing that is
now attracting families, at least in the lower mainland, is the
availability of regular classes for students. Naturally, where
you live determines where you can go, but the idea of put-
ting the children back in school for a day or more is the rea-
son we hear most often when parents tell us why they are
changing programs.

TLA has offered one-day and half-day classes, and many
other group activities for years, but they have not been
meant to last all year, and become a regular part of a pro-
gram. Open to our registered and enrolled students, they
are usually teaching units or special activities, and have
been well attended. Our goal has been to figure out how we
can offer these opportunities across the province. As we
move into the next few years, TLA will continue to provide a
range of options, including expanded class offerings, but we
will do our best to maintain quality at-home support for par-
ents in achieving their goals for their children’s education.
We are known for doing things ‘by the book’, but we are also
known for being there for families, exercising their right to
be the primary educators of their children. That won’t
change.

So, with some sadness, but with far more excitement, [ let go
of some things and look ahead for what is to come. [ wel-
come Karen Gledhill to her new role as Principal of our DL
program, and know that our program will continue and
thrive under her leadership. [ will be around still to main-
tain some of the major administrative duties needed to keep
TLA going, so you have not seen the last of me yet! Thanks
to all of you for allowing TLA to support you in your quest
for quality education for your children. My hat is off to you -
your children are privileged to have you.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
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As | look forward to the changes that are fast ap-
proaching, it is with mixed emotions that | transi-
tion out of the grad coordinator role. | have thor-
oughly enjoyed this aspect of my work at TLA and
have found great satisfaction working with the stu-
dents and parents over the past few years. | have
every confidence that Gabe Linder will take the

L ) graduation program to new heights and | know he
Gabe Linder  already has plans underway to continue to build
Grad Coordinator 4y even stronger community of learners next year.

Reflections on the Grad program

I have just had the most amazing opportunity to spend
time reflecting on the last year. In between gasps for
breath as | trudged up and down steep ravines on the
Juan de Fuca trail | was able to take in the beauty of the *
\ trail and also to count the many blessings | have ex-

Karen Gledhill  Perienced this year.

Principal .
P The year began with the usual crazy September, add- A few hints of things to comemore \fclasses,
ing new students every day, until we topped the 200 TLA TV, workshop week, fieldtrips, online events and more. | wish
student head count sometime in the Spring. The number ofifuké stu- you all a wonderful summer and I look forward to serving you as your

dents in our program remains very high and this is a huge strength as we principal in 200910.
continue to add more pastime students. Some new courses, such as
photography, proved to be very popular and the teachers have been de-
lighted with how engaged the students have been, both academically andKaren Gledhill
socially.

With blessings,

The social calendar began with a picnic in September, followed by several
local and online events such as movies, skating, the Christmas Party, wea
pink around the province photos, the 30 hour famine and other charity
events. | would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to
iKS YSYOSNR 2F ¢[! Qa T Aqhdaiy ménibezR Sy
gave countless hours to organize social events, help plan Teen Track at B
Homeschool Convention, take part in weekly meetings and volunteer in
many capacities for TLA this year. | clearly remember one st’udent iln On- Steve ﬁorley
tario organizing a ride for a local student to the skating actiyityK I 4 Q&  Jnr. High Coordinator
how dedicated to serve they have been! | would also like to commend the
students for the quality of forum posts this year. Some participated in
serious debates on issues such as abortion and the environment; others
were pure fung well done Andreas for the 106QJost! All served a great
purpose of bringing our TLA community closer together. Thank you too to
all those students who were bold enough to ask for prayer via the forums.
I know many prayed and | am sure all the prayers were answered.
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A distinctly different program for
grades 8 & 9

aﬂ / 2A\?rgeA, Hn'ﬁnsé,sonmf—a—kind

Health and Career Education program

designed to build community using

realworld activities and events,

teaching basic economics, politics,

and social responsibility while supple-
menting and supporting other curriculum areas.

1 Personalized programs set up for the individual
child using our popular homteacher system.
Paperbased programs using faHbased materials
or secular materials.

1 Online courses in English, Social Studies, Math,
The climax of the academic year occurred over 2 evenings in early June. { Or S y 08 | y R .A0f8 RSUSt 2L

Firstly, we were delighted to celebrate with the students and parents at own teachers using a faithased, sensitivéo-the-
our first Graduation Program Awards evening. family approach.

HONOR ROLL STUDENTS & AWARD WINNERS 1 Live virtual classes usifiluminate and daily sup-
ARE IN THE ONLINE VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER port online using Elluminate.

Social activities

Secondly, the following evening, we were privileged to see many REGISTERED HOMESCHOOLERS WELCOME!
homeschoolers and TLA DL students graduate at the BC Homeschool Asso- Contact Steve Borley
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every success as they transition in to pestondary education or the
workforce.

Traditional Learning Academy
IS ABOUT BUILDING COMMUNITY

Finally, the culmination of the year for me was the opportunity to hike the
Juan de Fuca trail with 18 students and a very much fitter than | parent,
Brian Dennison. | cannot express my gratitude enough to the students,
who ranged in age from 14 to 18 (Grade 8 to recent graduates) and in
geographic location from Smithers and Prince George in the North, to
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: Bridging the gap between
I

New Westminster and Victoria in the South. Despite my very slow pace, |
I
I
I
I
I
I

every family in the TLA FAMILY

(many traversed the trail at twice my speed or more) the students were Registered or Enroled
always there to help each other and me; carrying packs that were too
heavy, offering applause when the last member (me) arrived at base

camp, putting up tents, and carrying extra weight. It was an incredible

testimony to the spirit of homeschooling. | am humbled and blessed.

Networking, online resources, classes, seminars
SHARING WHAT WE HAVE IN COMMON

appreciating the differences



g Chocolate Lily
Book Awards

Summer Reading Club 2009
Cost is free

ONLINE MUSIC LESSONS
For Homeschoolers$125.00 per year

MeKNRPdZAK | LI NOYSNEKAL
Institute, Traditional Learning Academy now
offers MEI courses in guitar and piano to
registered homeschool students. The student obtains a
license from TLA, MEI then sends-lognformation to

the student, and the lessons begin!

For DL Students$150.00 per year Build lots of language skills this summer while having fun reading
¢[! Qa LI NIYSNEKALI 6AGK a9 lqualty fiction! ]
their full courses in guitar.and piano to students'from Read aloud to your children or let them read on their own, books
grades 612. The courses include necessary assignments from our list created by one of our DL teachers, Karen Ehrenholz.

to meet the requirements for the Fine Arts Learning There are 2 book listsa picture book list for younger readers in Kin-

Outcomes for each g_rade level. Students from grades 6 dergarten to Grade 4 and chapter books and novels for the older
-9 must be enrolled with TLA . readers in Grades 5 to 8.

Comesign up forour summer reading programnd make reading
part of yoursummer routine.

ALL students in Grade 1IP, including registered Students who sign up and read 5 or more books will have their
homeschoolers name entered into a draw for a prize.

can choose to en-
roll in this course
for credit, FREE

Students who read 5 or more books may also vote for their favour-
ite. In June 2010 an award will be given to the authors whose books
were voted best by BC children.

To sign up emailkehrenholz@schoolathome.ca
For the reading list and more info visit the website:
www.chocolatelilyawards.com

R t 7?‘ - Books can be purchased at bookstores or found at your local library.
e u rn - If your library doesn't have the book, you can request that they pur-

——f"\ chase it. Take time to enjoy reading this summer while building im-
books 3’“ a
=y K TLAGS NAME CHANC

portant language skills.
] TRADITIONAL LEARNING ACADENINNE
If you still have books belonging to TLA you will not be Is aregistered Independent School SEPARATE from the brick and

o : . mortar campus in Coquitlam. Traditional (registered) homeschool-
receiving a cheque (registered families) or your report card ers and DL Enroled students are all under the umbrella of

(DL families) until they are returned. If you are uncertain, TRADITIONAL LEARNING ACADBNIMNE
then please phone Candace at 6542-7875. hdzNJ yIYS R28a4 bhe¢ AYLE & GKI

What is TLA doing for
YOU?

Why go

Anywhere
Else? AMAZING NEW CLASSES!
, Only for
Whole family theme-based classes
all day or half days, Teacher & Parent directed
Kid Clubs T LA
Reading club, Lego club, Computer club, Historica club -
EVERTHING IN BETWEEN! Families

French, Spanish, public speaking, hands on science labs, Art, puppets, drama, creative writing, math support
INTERESTED? Make sure we have your email address

WE BELIEVE OUR ROLE IS TO EMPOWER PARENTS TO TEACH THEIR OWN
WATCH OUR WEBSITE, YOUR EMAIL BOX, & the AUGUST NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS


mailto:kehrenholz@schoolathome.ca
http://www.chocolatelilyawards.com/

MOMENTS WITH GRACE

A New Direction Creating Community

Everyone wants to be heard, to have a voice and most importantly to be
valued and understood. Looking back to when I first began homeschooling,
there were very few of us weird ducks to be found who broke the laws at
the time to teach our own children at home.

July Ist weekend put me on the Island for five
fabulous days with family. Our plans were loose
with the exception that our son was determined
to learn to surf on Long Beach, which he thor-
oughly enjoyed while we suntanned, read,

The threat of having our children taken from us by social services and the

walked and talked. . isolation felt from family and friends challenging our choice, forced us to
Saturday morning we headed the car towards . band together for support. Hence, a support group was formed. At first, it
Grace Jorgensen o . .
Victoria not having any inkling of what our began as a co-op of 3 and then 5 families, doing some shared learning to-
plans would be for the next 2 days, and me, gether and field trips but the need grew bigger as the numbers grew to meet

fiLady Plannero was having s ome togeths facdto faceps adyltoiskow suppart jp saghwther. he | oy s
of spontaneity and sheer nervousness. Three minutes down the road
my husband suggested we turn the car around and head in the oppo-
site direction. We did, and still not knowing what plans would un-
fold, I had a great sense of peace and even exhilaration.

Support groups flourished through the Province to where we had once had
over 100 in various BC communities. Homeschoolers banded together
with one voice to change provincial legislation making homeschooling a
legal option. Allan has made reference in his article about the changes
Immommmmmemm oo il B over the past decades and one of the biggest changes has been the shape

! Two roads diverged in ayellow 1 Life is full of crossroads an_d that support groups have taken. When DL programs came on the scene it
! wood, And sorry | coulg not travel | you may be at one of them in was as though a large knife sliced down the center of groups placing

: _ bot _h €. . . jyourliferight now. Perhaps homeschoolers on one side and DL on the other. Add to this scenario, busy
| Two roads diverged in a wood, and i there is a turn in the road up lives and we now are seeing a whole new climate developing. Support

i L. 1 ahead and you have a sense of groups often became a place to not so much gain support as it was in de-
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I 'took the one less traveled by, 1a change of plans or of a new fending their option of registering or enrolling, of schooling versus un-
And that has made all the ! direction. The unknown has a schooling.

difference. ! way of making us vulnerable

__________________________ '‘doesnoét it? Through those changes, Allan and I and the TLA staff have determined to

demonstrate equality to parents choices and offer the supports needed.

TLA is also recognizing the number
need to have fApart time schoThdti® o0
not, and will not be the direction that we as a school will take. We cer-

tainly will enhance and increase the quantity and the quality of classes that

we offer both at this location as well as in other areas around the Lower

Mainland and where we have distance locations.

Our turn in the road, led us to April Point Lodge on Quadra Island.
Never in my wildest dreams would I have believed we would end
up at this amazing modern fishing resort in a rustic nature setting
with views of eagles and sunsets and panoramic views of the ocean
forever seared in my mind.

Homeschooling is a!l about ﬁta@oWﬁatwmﬁ]aKeermUIllI(fuéﬁ‘IZDGQanbedo You
have made that choice for your ren made all the
di fferenceo. Yes, there is unc\’\@WQP@SS‘ilOﬁa‘le%bOUfeﬂaS@lﬁtghQ thl waS,n.on Magtyw e e e
tions, many choices and many distractions. New roads can mean fenroledo families! You ALL have s
new opportunities and they can take you beyond your wildest imagi- other! So HOW MANY WAYS can we accomplish a strong sense of com-
nation. [ have been a trailblazer as a home school mom of 25 years munity among TLA families?
and helping to set the course for TLA for 15 years. Now I am at 1 CLASSES for all ages, everyday, all inclusive, in your community
another crossroads and it is all about trust. We naturally tend to 1 COMMU ITY' LA stv] FACEBO lus ch d i
hesitate to embrace change but 'if We p%plbscatar%l%msmlsng
what is intended. | CO OPS Jom together with other famllles to create your own co-op

OUR PURPOSE in BUILDING a strong TLA COMMUNITY
Take courage as you face the crossroads in your life and as you rest Is based on our philosophy of EMPOWERING you the PARENT
over summer and prepare to homeschool in the Fall. Homeschool- To teach your own, because we believe YOU are

ing is a gift you give to your chil drThaPRIMARY edugappsofyygur childreya y s | o0 0 k
but nurturing their hearts as well as their minds in a loving atmos- We ¢ a not do this aloneé we need yc
phere will reap great rewards down the road. Promise! unity and community to TLA families. Share your thoughts and ideas with
me by emailing me at gjorgensen@schoolathome.ca or phone me!
Grace Jorgensen Y g me at gjorgensen(@ P

HUGE ABEKA BLOWOUT BOOK SALE

We are clearing out ALL ABEKA books at the 2008 cata og
price AT PAR!

CURRICULUM PACKAGES K-9 back by popular de-
mand

BACK TO SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
August 13th 9-5pm

REWARDS PROGRAM 5% off all purchases. Register
by phone 1-866-576-3001 or 604-572-3001

SHOP ONLINE! www.onestoplearning.ca
HUGE USED BOOK INVENTORY
SUMMER BLOWOUT SALE!

We are open July & August so drop by the office,
phone or email to
See what we have in stock.

i Many items are 50% off or more!
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